
Discussion Participation Rubric 

Criteria Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Exemplary 

 0-1 point 3-4 points 5 points 

Quantity and Timeliness Does not submit at least one initial 
response early in the session and/or 
does not submit at least two peer 
responses closer to the end of the 
session. 

 

Submits at least one initial 
response early in the session, 
and at least two peer responses 
closer to the end of the session. 

 

Submits one initial response early in 
the session and two or more 
thoughtful peer responses early in the 
session, and more than two peer 
responses closer to the end of the 
session. 

Spelling and mechanics Does not submit posts that are in 
complete sentences.  Or two or more 
of the complete sentences are 
grammatically incorrect and have 
greater than 2 spelling errors. 

Submits posts that have one or 
more grammatically incorrect 
sentences and two spelling 
errors. 

Submits posts that contain 
grammatically correct sentences 
without any spelling errors. 

Demonstrates 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
content and applicability 
to professional practice 

Post(s) and responses show little 
evidence of knowledge and 
understanding of course content and 
applicability to professional practice. 

  

Post(s) and responses show 
evidence of knowledge and 
understanding of course content 
and applicability to professional 
practice. 

  

Post(s) and responses show evidence 
of knowledge and understanding of 
course content and applicability to 
professional practice, and include 
other resources that extend the 
learning of the community. 

Generates learning 
within the community 

Posts do not attempt to elicit 
responses and reflections from other 
learners and/or responses do not 
build upon the ideas of other learners 
to take the discussion deeper. 

Posts attempt to elicit responses 
and reflections from other 
learners and responses build 
upon the ideas of other learners 
to take the discussion deeper. 

 

Posts elicit responses and reflections 
from other learners and responses 
build upon and integrate multiple 
views from other learners to take the 
discussion deeper. 

Word Count Original Post is not at least 200 
words (unless stated otherwise) 
and/or response to classmates were 
not at least 100 words long. 

 Original post: 200 

2 student replies: 100 each 

 


